


The Bassée

The Bassée is a portion of the Seine valley where the river
meanders and inundates the plain because of a weak
slope. It's an alluvial flood plain which presents a lot of
interests :

- sand exploitation
- water suitable for drinking
- storage of water enabled by floods

- Enormous ecological interest for wetlands species :
birds, flora (7 national protected species), entomology...

This remarkable wetland has been partially destructed
by the 3000 tonnes chanelling... We work to preserve
the relictual interest of this area and the integrity of the
upstream valley (upstream Bray-sur-Seine) which contains
very interesting habitats like alluvial forests, flooded
grasslands, reed beds...

We also contribute to the rehabilitation of damaged
domnstream habitats areas.

The Great Lakes
of Seine’s project

The Great Lakes of Seine’s project isn't, for us, the right
answer towards the ecological interest of the Bassée.

- dykes are too high, the big majority are
highter than a man, and so, have important
landscaped impacts.

- amplified floods could have an impact on
the natural habitat and could generate an
increased dispersion of invasive species,
animals or plants.

- the artificial system of the pumps could
be damaging to fishes and their punctual
utilization wouldn’t allow the rehabilitation
of a functionnal flood plain

- dykes and pumps provoke habitats division
and break of environmental continuity

Nevertheless, if this project must be realized, the ANVL
would take part in the discussion. Our association’s wish
is to reduce the impacts of this project on the habitats.

The most interesting aquatic system could be obtained with:
- the annual provocation of a flood in some reservoirs

- the alimentation of, at least, the hydrographic network
during all the year, in all of the compartments

- ecological management of level of water and herbal areas

- monitoring of the ecological impact to correct and
compensate in case of negative impact.

The 3000 tonnes
channelling

The french president announced recently the channelling
at 3000t of the Seine between Bray and Nogent-sur-Seine.
The first project, in 1970’s, destroyed the downstream
part between Bray and Montereau: it enlarged the
river's transversal section (width and depth), causing
the disappearance of loods and the associate habitats,
in this part of the river. As a consequence, the floods in
the region of Paris are more important and this project
annihilates the effect of the Amance lake’s construction
(near Troyes).

So, with the new project which is risking to destroy all
the natural habitats of interest and to provocate the
disappearance of flood and water storage in the Bassée,
how does the Great Lakes of Seine react? Is it preparing
the construction of new artificial reservoirs and continuing
to make natural habitats more and more artificial? We
definitely prefer natural functions which are better for
fauna and flora and economically more profitable.



